Sunday, September 5, 2010
Twenty Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

ST. MICHAEL CHURCH

ST. MICHAEL / IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CHURCHES

PASTOR: FATHER LARRY GEARHART
Parish 834-2664 - Fr. Larry’s cell: (937) 414-7977

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

40 Walnut Street P.O. Box 444
Mechanicsburg, OH 164 West Elm Street
’ MASS INTENTION
43044 3 ONS North Lewisburg, OH
MASS Sunday, Sept.. 5 Mon., Sept. 6 Wed., Sept. 8 43060
5:00 PM Saturday SM 6:00 PM SM 6:00 PM
Saturday—5:00 pm BVM'’s Intentions Pro-Populo Coletta Schaffner MASS

Sunday - 8:00 am

Sunday - 10:30 am

8:00 A.M.
Monday - 12:00 Noon Louella Foss Tues., Sept. 7 Thurs., Sept. 9 | Tues & Thurs - 6:00 p.m.
IC 6:00 PM IC 6:00 PM T
e Reconciliation
Mon & Wed - 6:00 pm 10:30 A.M. Pro-Populo Marjorie and Bob

Reconciliation
Wednesday - 5:00 pm

B. Ruth Massa

Cauley Thursday - 5:00 pm

Offerings: SM: (8/29) $1,078.2

IC: (8/29) $540.2

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: 10:30 AM - SUN. SepT. 12

SAINT MICHAEL: 8:00 AM ON SUNDAY SepT. 12

Extraordinary Minister - Gene Leiter
Lector - Ed Kise
Servers - Mary Ellen Johnson

Extraordinary Minister - Judy Dunham & Cindy Dennis
Lector - Charles Kingrey
Servers - Ashley Dunham & Christine Kingrey

SAINT MICHAEL: 5:00 AM ON SATURDAY SepT. 11

PRAYER ~ PRAYER LIST ~ PRAYER

Family of Sandy Boggs Jim and Jan
Jake Jeffrey Bob Bradshaw Knapp
Sondra Emily Smith  Janet Bollack
Chester Stephanie  Betty Asterino
Frank Jenkins Birdsall Jim Nobile
Bernice Charlene Avitt
Arthur Murray Schwieterman
Jane Kemper Donna Canan
Janet Harry Lutz
Adduchio Mary
Pam Jewett Tonneman

Extraordinary Minister - Parish Picnic Volunteer
Lector - Parish Picnic Volunteer
Servers - Parish Picnic Volunteer

VOCATION VIEW

You have one precious life to give.
How do you choose to offer it
to God? Be willing to accept the
challenges of discipleship.
(Luke 14:25-33)

HAVE SOMETHING

FOR THE BULLETIN?

Send your information to Annie Colliflower no later than Tuesday by email (preferred) at
anniecolliflower@verizon.net or by mail at 7031 St. Rt. 187, Mechanicsburg 43044-9530

or by phone at 834-3784.

ST. MICHAEL NEWS

Capital Campaign as of 7/11/10

Pledged/Donated $60,972.76
Received to Date $43,507.76
Due on Pledges $17,465.00

Our Parish Picnic will be
Saturday, September 11"
at the Goshen Memorial Park.

It is a potluck, and please bring your own plates, etc.
We will begin gathering at 2:00, eat at 3:00, and have
Mass at 5:00. Non-parishioners may come to Mass -
and to the picnic if they wish. THERE WILL BE NO
SATURDAY MASS AT THE CHURCH ON SEPTEMBER
11th AS IT WILL BE AT THE PARK.

Great Dirt! Many thanks to Judy Geers for her
perseverance in finalizing our financing for
the handicapped ramp. Of course, without the
work of many others like Matt Pifher and Joe
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Schaffner, we would not have the project ready to finance. A million thanks to them and

everyone else who has helped.

Thanks also to Bernie and Carol Zoppa for donating the new front doors to the
church. Thanks to Frank Segreti for his help also. Kay has keys for the new front door. If

you need a key, please see her.

We are finalizing plans for Religious Education for the kids. Current plans are to start on
Sept 19th, the week after the picnic. If your child WAS in class last year, BUT WILL NOT
BE attending this year, please let Kay know. If your child DID NOT attend last, and WILL BE

attending this year, please also let her know.

If there are any adult parishioners who have never been confirmed, and are interested in
receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, please let Kay know.

If last year's teachers will turn in their materials' boxes, Kay will make sure they are re-

stocked for this year.

IMPORTANT: Please be certain to park in our parking lot area and avoid the w9

neighbor’s area as much as possible.

We will host an ANIMAL BLESSING on October 3, at 3PM. All animals are J
welcome. It will be held in the parking lot and Fr. Gearhart will preside.




IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWS

Immaculate Conception
Parish Council

AN INVITATION...Saturday, September Nick Berick, Chair................. 747-3780

E 111 We will hold our Fall Festival in Missy Bradshaw ................. 747-2663
* cooperation with the Covered Bridge LyNnn DILOret0..vvvverreeseeereeeee. 465-2999
Festival sponsored by the Municipa| of David Johnson........cccceeeeene. 747-3000

b North Lewisburg and Union County. All Mary Fogle-Kise .................. 935-2531

b events will be at the N.L. Ballpark! There Fred LOrenz......ccccceeveuverennnne 747-9455
will be a Girls National Softball Quali- Missy Masters 747-2925

fier throughout the day. We will have our breakfast from

7:00 A.M.-10:00 A.M., followed by games, inflatables, pony _ChfiS.Phelps,
rides and snack foods from 11:00-4:00 P.M. This will run in B“"et'; "'a's°c": 653-4920
conjunction with bridge tours, a Civil War Encampment and onna ranat,

) R X Prayer Concerns: 653-5315
Car Show. Our good friends at the United Methodist

Church will hold a delicious chicken and noodle dinner
from 4:30 -7:00 P.M. followed by bingo being offered at the Municipal Building sponsored by

e Our monthly brunch will be held after Mass on Sun., Sept. 19th. This is a good time for
good food and fellowship. Please try to come. If weather is good, we will have it at the
Church.

¢ The next Adult Bible Study will also be held on Sept. 19th at 9:15-10:15 A.M. We are
discussing the changes that will soon come into effect in regard to the Creed. All are welcome!

e There will be a Premier Jewelry Party sponsored by the Altar Rosary Society on Tues.,
Sept. 21st at 7:00 P.M. in the home of Chris Phelps. Our Society purchases candles and
other altar supplies needed by our Church. Even if you are not interested in the jewelry,
please come for food and fellowship! Donations to the fund will be accepted. There are
possible cash rewards for attendance and bringing a guest! If you have any questions,
please ask President Donna Canan. Thank you for your considerations!

e  Our "In Memory of Jake Jeffrey" contributions have been such a blessing..we have
collected $1,400.00 at this point for our Building Fund. Many blessings to these contributors in
honor of our beloved Jake.

¢ You may donate to the Caring Kitchen by placing items in the basket in the Church entrance.
Thank you for your generous efforts.

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER LARRY GEARHART
SEPTEMBER 5, 2010

Heads Up

Immaculate Conception has its Fall Festival next Saturday in conjunction with the North Lewis-
burg/Union County Covered Bridge Festival at the North Lewisburg Ball Park.

Don't forget the St. Michael's parish picnic next Saturday, beginning at 3:00 p.m. and including
5:00 p.m. Mass at Goshen Park.

I will be busy that morning. I'm giving a presentation at the Dayton Pro-Life Science and Technol-
ogy Conference, at the Dayton Engineer's Club. If you're interested in this event, there are bro-
chures in the back of church, or visit http://www.prolifetechnology.org.

My thanks to Bernie and Carol Zoppa for donating the new church doors at St. Michael's. Thanks
to Frank and Tom Segreti for the installation. Thanks to Matt Pifher and Joe Schaffner for their
work on the rear access drive and preparing for the stump removal.

Spiritual Focus

In today's second reading, St. Paul writes to a colleague, Philemon of Colossae, about the latter's
escaped slave, Onesimus. Onesimus' origins are unknown, but his connection to St. Paul changed
his life. St. Paul's appeal to Philemon resulted in Onesimus' freedom. In addition, Onesimus,
according to one tradition, went on to become the bishop of Ephesus, succeeding St. Timothy in
that office. According to another tradition, Onesimus became the bishop of Beraea (in the region of
Epirus in ancient Greece). Tradition also has it that Onesimus was imprisoned during the reign of
the Emperor Domitian and he was put to death for his faith by stoning.

St. Paul's letter to Philemon has been used by some people to justify slavery. This was a particu-
larly popular position during the slavery period in the old South. There is, however, no evidence
that St. Paul approved of slavery. On the contrary, it is clear from the letter to Philemon, and from
Galatians 3:28 and Colossians 3:11, that St. Paul considered all men and women to be brothers and
sisters in Christ.

He did not approve of slavery, nor did he think of those who were bound in such servitude to be in
any way less than himself. Nevertheless, he recognized the reality of slavery as an institution in his
time, and that nothing he could do could be guaranteed to alter that situation. Perhaps he trusted
that God would one day dismantle that institution, though not in his lifetime. One thing is certain.
He knew that God would bring about final justice even for the victims of slavery and those who
took advantage of the institution and its victims.

There is a powerful lesson here for us, today. We know that there are victims of slavery in the
world even in our own time. There are those who live in involuntary servitude today and those
whose recent ancestors did so. Both are victims. Unfortunately, our ability to bring justice to them
is highly limited. Jesus told us that we would always have the poor with us. [John 12:8] In the
parable of the weeds and the wheat [Matt 13:24-30], Jesus let us know that there would always be
evil in our midst and that God planned to wait until the end to work things out. There are even
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strong hints in the temptation of Jesus in the desert that Satan's way is to tempt us to impatience, to
shortcuts in God's plan.

Patience in the face of evil is very difficult for us. It is even against our basic instinct. One of the reasons
Jesus taught us to turn the other cheek was to teach us such patience, and to trust that God would reward
us in the end.

The virtue we need to do this is called meekness, particularly meekness before God. This special case of
meekness before God is called fearing God. This is a special kind of fear, because it is fear of God.

It is not a slavish kind of fear. In part, it is a fear motivated by love. We fear to offend or even to disap-
point the God we love. It is that kind of fear and more. It goes beyond the personal because God is not
merely our father. God is also our creator. He is the source of all truth and goodness. When we say that
we fear this God, we also mean that we fear our own limitations in the face of perfect truth and goodness.

We know that we will stumble, and perhaps even fall, even if we are utterly determined not to disappoint
God.

And because of this, our fear of offending God is real and cannot be fully shed in this life.

This gives us something in common with slaves who fear to disappoint their masters. The difference
between the masters and their intent, however, could not be more complete.

A master who owns a slave and who thinks of himself as the master intends to keep the slave in his/her
place as a slave.

God is the master who desires to raise us, his slaves, up to his level. [John 15:15]

The Mystery of the Children of God

One of the gravest evils we face in the world, today, is the general attack on the dignity of the human
person. That dignity is being attacked on many fronts and by many different attackers. In our defense of
human dignity, we will always be tempted to counter attack; to attack the attackers. Unfortunately, in
doing so, it is virtually inevitable that we ourselves will become part of the problem rather than part of the
solution.

We are all too familiar with the cases of people who attack abortion clinics or abortion providers. We may
even remember who was convicted of attacking and killing Dr. George Tiller, the infamous late term
abortionist. We may even feel a deep sympathy for the man who killed the abortionist.

We should not be fooled into thinking, however, that this murder was God's will. It is a fundamental
Catholic principle that we must never deliberately choose evil so that good may result. The ends do not
justify the means.

When we choose evil so that good may result, we usurp God's authority. We fail of the virtue of meek-
ness. We fail of patience with God's Providence, to trust that he will bring about justice in the end. We
may decide that a man like Tiller does not deserve time to repent, or assume that he would never do so. It
is not our decision to make. It is God's.

Impatience with God's Providence takes many forms. In each and every case, however, there is also a
failure to uphold the ultimate dignity of the human person.

I have said in previous bulletins that the Church upholds the principle of subsidiarity and that this
principle is vital to the dignity of the human person. It may help us to understand this better if we
recognize that taking decisions away from people robs them of their dignity.

Centralizing decisions that can easily be left to those beneath us is very tempting because it appears
to us that we know best, and that we can avoid messy consequences. Those who are above us in
authority have these same temptations.

the opposite of subsidiarity. It goes by other names, as well. We may call it the philosophy of big
government. We may call it the progressive movement.

There are other characteristics that also define the progressive movement, but supersidiarity has
become an essential feature. It is, in fact, a deeply tragic flaw in progressivism.

Supersidiarity is responsible for a progressive weakening of the human spirit, indeed, a progressive
enslavement, a perpetual subjection of the average citizen to a status less than that of an adult human
being.
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Subsidiarity, its opposite, always carries risk. Trusting people to make their own decision, we always risk
failure. Sometimes these failures can be catastrophic. In the most ordinary cases, however, these failures
lead to learning and growth. They lead to strengthening, to maturation. In short, they lead to increased
human dignity. Supersidiarity suppresses this natural growth process.

That is why supersidiarity is ultimately opposed to human dignity, and why the progressive movement has
become an enemy to human dignity.

It would be a tragic mistake, however, to try to short circuit the remaining structures of democracy and the
rule of law in order to dismantle the stranglehold of progressivism. That way leads only to chaos. We may
never choose evil so that good may result.

If our country and our culture should be strangled to death by the scourge of big-government progressiv-
ism, there will undoubtedly be immense suffering, perhaps for many centuries. At times such as this we
must rely more than ever on God's Providence.

The saints of God find the mystery of the freedom of the children of God even in the midst of such
suffering. St. Maximilian Kolbe found that freedom in Auschwitz. Dietrich Bonhoeffer found that
freedom in a German prison. Viktor Frankl found that freedom in Theresienstadt.

St. Thomas More found that freedom in captivity in the Tower of London while awaiting his execution at
the hands of King Henry VIII.

Martin Luther King, Jr. found that freedom in the pursuit of justice, knowing that his life was threatened
by those who hated his movement. He and Mohandas Ghandi and Jesus Christ all found that freedom in
nonviolent resistance.

All of these people discovered how to be true children of God in the midst of violence and oppression.
They discovered true freedom and true human dignity. And, at the cost of their own lives, they would not
rob others of that freedom or dignity.

Instead, they would wait patiently and meekly for God.



